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DRUG USE IN SCHOOLS 

900. Dr E. Constable to the Minister representing the Minister for Education and Training 

With reference to Question on Notice No. 587 of 2006, will the Minister please advise -  

(1) What is the extent of data collected in 2004, 2005 and so far in 2006 with regard to drugs in schools? 

(2) What are the requirements on individual schools and district offices with regard to the collection of data 
concerning drugs in schools? 

(3) How many drug searches were conducted in government schools in 2004, 2005 and so far in 2006? 

(4) How many students were  -  

(a) suspended; and  
(b) charged with drugs offences 

in 2004, 2005 and so far in 2006? 

(5) What is the procedure for schools to follow if the possession of drugs by a student is suspected? 

(6) What is the procedure for schools to follow if a student is found to be in the possession of -  

(a) drugs; and/or  
(b) alcohol  

while on the school grounds? 

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH replied: 

(1) The information provided in the table below captures the extent of data collected in 2004, 2005 and so 
far in 2006 with regard to drugs in schools. This information may also have been recorded as a 'critical 
incident' on the current online notification system if the school deemed the incident to have had (or was 
likely to have) an impact on the good order of the school. 

TOTAL SUSPENSION NOTICES ISSUED* FOR INCIDENTS RELATING TO ILLEGAL 
SUBSTANCES (which may or may not include drugs) 2004 - Term 1, 2006 

2004  2005  2006 

Category 8 ***    409  359  82 
Illegal substance offences  
NOTE: * This is the number of incidents - an individual student may be represented more than once. 

(2) All schools are expected to submit notification of any event or issue of a critical or highly contentious 
nature likely to impact on the good order of the school, including incidents involving drugs in schools. 
Schools are required to provide information to the district director about any student who has been 
suspended and/or excluded for any reason.  

(3) This level of detail is not consistently provided by schools through the current online incident 
notification system (also referred to as the Critical Incident database). 

(4) (a)  Refer to (1) above 

(b)  This information is not reported to the Department of Education and Training. A criminal 
charge remains a confidential issue between the student (or other) and the police.  

(5)-(6)  The school is required to investigate the incident.  All government schools are expected to report 
suspected criminal activity to the police.  The response will depend on the circumstances and the 
severity of the incident and may include suspension or exclusion of the student/s. 

 


